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1At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five
were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with
them. * The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. > The
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell
asleep. ¢ At midnight the cry rang out: “Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him!” (Matthew 25-NIV)

Today we honor a group of adults with a promising and bright future. In a
few minutes you will meet them one by one and then celebrate them after the
service in the lobby. Because of their academic accomplishments, doors are
swinging wide open with countless possibilities. Soon to be college student. Get
married. Launch out into the work force. Start a family. Go to Nepal and live in
the Himalayas.

Can | give you some advice? As you make choices about your future, God
has already made choices about his future and that future will impact your future,
whether you like it or not.

Yes, you have a free will, but God’s will always trumps our will.

Let me see if | can convince you friends and then invite you to a heavenly
wedding. A Life 3.0 type of wedding.

This Life 3.0 wedding in heaven is not just any wedding, it is the wedding of
Jesus Christ with his bride the church, the church is made up of billions of
redeemed Christ followers from every tribe. Every tongue.

% Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the
marriage supper of the Lamb!”” (Revelation 19-NKJV)

Christ follower, you are in the bridal party. You are repeating wedding
vows. You are eating a celebration feast. You are enjoying a honeymoon where

the groom spares no expense, IF you have bowed a knee to Jesus Christ.



9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place, and gave him the name
that is above every name, 1° that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth. (Philippians 2-NIV)

Our union with Jesus Christ is not just master slave, not just friends, not just
creator and created our relationship with God as our Father, it is a union of
husband and wife.

Our arrival in heaven will happen when we die or when the rapture occurs.
It is not a takeover, nor a merger, but a wedding between Jesus Christ and all
those whose sins have been forgiven by Jesus’ atoning death and resurrection.

Jesus is the hero of heaven. Jesus does not have a float in heavens parade;
he is the parade. The grand Marshall. The parade route. All balloons in the
heavens parade bear his picture.

Look at the bible text in your notes. Do you notice a wedding theme? A
Bride groom coming. A wedding party waiting to join the ceremony. A marriage is
about to happen.

Are we reading the Bible or a bridal magazine? Now, the moral of this story
is simple, keep watch, be ready, keep your lights burning, and then enter when
called.

Warning: Once the door to the wedding closes, no one will be allowed to
enter.

Matt 25:10 is a sobering bible verse:

10 Byt while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived.
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the
door was shut. (Matthew 25-NIV)

Jesus Christ longs to see his bride. God the father, has circled the date on
the calendar in heaven. The sand in the hourglass is disappearing and moving
toward an ordered history designed by God.

History is an ordered, orchestrated movement toward an eternal goal.

God has a timeline. This hourglass reminds me; God has a timeline.



God wants us to be prepared, not scared about the future. God wants us to
be informed about the future and not intimated. Tell me if you agree with this:

True or False? The future is not frightening if you know who created the future.

True or False? The future is not frightening if you hold the hand of the one who
holds the future.

There is no God like our Great, Merciful and Holy God. In fact, from God’s
own words, He announces there is no one like me. Isiaih 44 tells us this God
knows the beginning from the end.

Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before
me what has happened since | established my ancient people, and what is yet to
come — yes, let them foretell what will come. (Isaiah 44:7-NIV)

Everyone is fascinated with the future, from “Don’t Stop (Thinking About
Tomorrow)” by Fleetwood Mac, to “Dust in the Wind” by Kansas.

Kerry Livgrin in this timeless song, Dust in the Wind, which hit the charts in
1977, reminds each of us, that in the end all we are going to be is dust in the wind.
Or as Genesis puts it, for dust you are and to dust you will return. (Gen 3:19)

Our God, scatter them around like dust in a whirlwind. (Psalm 83:13-CEV)

Your goal is not to know every detail of the future. Your goal is to hold the
hand of the One who does and never, ever let go.

Say it with NEVER LET GO!

It is sad to watch a world, that has yet to trust Christ, rely on Psychic
hotlines, tabloid news, astrologers who in the end are nothing more than
charlatans preying on people’s fears. Preying on their wallets.

Here is why we are all interested in the future because that is where you
will spend the rest of your life. And it is a future eternity that has no end. Think
that through, you will likely have a death date on earth, but you will live forever in
heaven,



..Wwhen we’ve been there 10,000 years as Amazing Grace says. God wants
you to have this more than 10,000 years kind of amazing grace kind of life. | call it
life 1.0, life 2.0, life 3.0.

Life 1.0 is about the breath in our lungs and blood in our veins but life 2.0 is
about a quality-of-life thing.

(1)  Itis about a life that is connected to God through a new birth.
Supernatural way. Old things pass away, all things become new...

(2)  And connected to others in deep and meaningful ways.

It is about ordering your heart around the ways and wisdom of God,
that results in experiencing what the Bible calls LIFE THAT IS TRULY LIFE.

Not just 1.0 kind of life. Everybody who is sucking air gets that kind of life.
Life that is truly life. | believe to my toes that everyone’s life would be better if
God were at the center of it-Life 2.0

Psalm 34:8 tells us about this 2.0 kind of life — “Taste and see that the Lord
is good.”

Imagine this grand thought for a moment, that our great God is so wise and
good that he can’t help himself and he can arrange a better future for your life
than you could arrange for yourself.

And that future that God arranges | call Life 3.0, Life Beyond Life, Life
Beyond Death. Life beyond the grave.

Life with God in the next reality forever. And we can be confident and know
that you have eternal life. The best life you are going to experience is still to
come. Life 3.0.

This is life prepared by God in the next reality. Forever. The best life you
are about to experience is yet to come. Paul says about Life 3.0. Eternal life. Let
me announce to you today that...

...Your most amazing experiences in this life 1.0 and 2.0 will be eclipsed in
the first 5 minutes of eternity. And it will go on like that forever. The God we
know, the God we wish everyone knew is a life giver, it is almost as if he can’t help



himself, | am going to prepare a 3.0 type of life that people can enjoy in the next
reality that they can enjoy forever.

As a child of God, living in anticipation of life 3.0, you are not left in the dark
about tomorrow. In fact, | think when | embrace God’s future it empowers me to
win over my failures.

Embracing God’s future empowers you to win over your failures.

In Matt 24 and 25, called the Olivet Discourse, Jesus predicts the future, and
he tells his disciples, that future disciples like them will live in it. And here we are,
living in the future that Jesus was talking about in Matt 24 and 25.

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the
beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. (Matthew 24:21-ESV)

One day the clock will start for the great tribulation. It will not just be
suffering and anguish like the world has never known, but a 7-year period of time
declared, by God:

It is time to clock out!

This day will begin like every other day-breakfast, work, school and exercise,
dinner, homework and Survivor.

Nothing will happen, that causes anyone to expect anything other than a
normal pattern of history. People will hurry and scurry. Flights will be delayed,
flights will be boarded, flights will land. Restaurants will fill, restaurants will turn
over customers, restaurants will close.

Then suddenly, in the trinkling of an eye billions of Christ followers will be
caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

The rapture of God’s people will have happened. The Greek word is
harpazo, the catching away by a violent force, to be removed.

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. 1 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught



up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be
with the Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians 4-NIV)

In a nano second. In a moment. Nobody will see this event because it will
happen so fast.

Conversations will end in mid-sentence. Teachers will look up and notice
that half the class is gone. Those workers at the bottom of the cell tower will
strain to look to see the climber at the top, who has just disappeared.

The light technician for Dancing With The Stars, Australia is suddenly gone.
The assistant light tech guy is frantic to keep the lights on the dancers, he is
mortified, mystified that the lead light technician has just disappeared.

Bicycles tumble to the ground, riders disappear.
Baristas preparing expressos, disappear as machines shut off.

Planes lose pilots and some come crashing into the ground. Boats run
ashore.

Is it an abduction? Is it a vanishing? Is all of the latest information about
the possible reality of UFOs to blame?

Is the information dump on UFQ’s a part of God’s plan to provide a
worldwide reason why so many have disappeared?

Is our current world getting ready to explain the rapture away, then the
tribulation begins?

Those 7 terrible years when sin runs unchecked and the antichrist rules the
world.

You might be wondering, why should | care about the tribulation? | am
raptured. | am with Jesus. Why does this matter?

Simple, it matters to God. One third of the bible talks about these end time
events. What if you only received 70% of training as a lawyer, physician or
teacher? Almost all of the book of Revelation talks about these final years. It was
Jesus final sermon in Matt 24 and 25 that taught about the end times. In fact,



Jesus offers a series of stories telling us to get ready in Matt 24 and 25. Fig tree.
Faithful and wicked servant. Now, 10 bridesmaids (virgins), attending a wedding.

Though the tribulation is horrible it is helpful.
Though the tribulation is terrible it is instructive.

Though the tribulation is short, 7 years, will feel for those experiencing it,
like time has stood still.

So, what is the value of the tribulation? It reminds me, God hates sin. The
devil hates God. Many will be saved in the tribulation, and many will be lost at the
end of the 1000 reign. Head popper!

God has left the decision to you; the tribulation is not God’s destiny for you.
You do not want to be present when God removes all Christ followers from the
earth and evil runs unchecked. Runs amuck.

Finally, the tribulation is God’s final blow to sin before he remakes this earth
and its inhabitants.

Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. (Revelation 21:1-
NIV)

But the tribulation is not the end, the new heaven and new earth is the
end. God will one day reclaim his creation. God is into making all things new, God
is not destroying all things.

As we move toward the end of God’s timeline, one day the tribulation will
be over, 1000 years has passed and devil is thrown into the bottom less pit. All
villains and minnows are forever removed from God’s green eternal earth. The
new age has come. So, what is God up too? Look at your notes.

God will restore every atom, every animal, every galaxy and every gorilla
to its original glory.

Think about the last wedding you went to. What is your favorite wedding
moment? Is it the sweetness of the wedding music or the sweetness of the
wedding cake? Weddings bring out the tears and bring out the toasting. Misty



eyed moms who stand to start the ceremony to dads who answer, “Who gives this
woman to be married to this man, “her mother and |.”

Weddings are not limited to earth, one day we will be in the wedding party
in heaven.

And | saw the holy city — the new Jerusalem — descending out of heaven
from God, made ready like a bride adorned for her husband. (Revelation 21:2-NET)

We all have favorite wedding moments, nervous groom, beautiful bride,
grooms’ men pulling pranks, to the guests pulling strings on poppers as the newly
married couple descends the stairs.

Rice in the air. Rice in the hair. Toasts too short, and toasts too long. New -
bride and groom kissing in the back, new - best man kissing the bride’s maid in the
parking lot.

You are invited to a heavenly wedding. The Heavenly Father offers the
groom. The groom is Christ and the bride is the Church.

So, again what is your favorite wedding moment? As humble guests and
family would agree with God’s word, the best moment is when the doors open,
and the bride appears and is seen by the groom for the first time at the wedding.

Do you know that God tells us his kingdom activities include moments when
the groom sees the bride for the first time. The kingdom of heaven is like a certain
king who arranged a marriage for his son. (Matthew 22:2-NKJV)

Grooms have passed out! Grooms have screamed. Grooms have run down
the aisle. Grooms have started crying and others have started smiling. Some
stand with their back to the bride until the aisle reveal moment has arrived.

What an intense buildup of emotion. Jesus Christ longs to see his bride of
redeemed Christ followers wearing the regalia of heaven, arrayed in fine linen,
clean and bright. (Revelation 19:8b-NKJV)

Ancient weddings consisted of two parts: a public part and a private part.
The public part began when the groom gave to the father of the bride.



In Bible times the groom was required to give money to the father of the
bride. (1 Peter 1:18-19, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

What price was paid for your hand in marriage to God the Father. Jesus as
the groom, paid a price of his own blood.

18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from
your ancestors, ¥° but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect. (1 Peter 1-NIV)

In the private event of ancient marriage, the servants of the father of the
groom would lead the bride to the newly prepared house. A house that the
groom has been working on, often for over a year.

Jesus says, | go to prepare a place for you, and | will return to take you to be
with me. When all is ready, the father of the bride would place her hand in that of
the soon-to-be son-in-law. After the private ceremony, the public marriage
supper begins.

Like a groom who lives in anticipation of seeing his bride on their wedding
day, these are the thoughts of Jesus when He sees His sin-free bride.

Our personal marriage to Christ will mirror what God’s word tells us will
happen-rapture or death, rapture and resurrection then we awarded at an Award
Ceremony, called the Bema seat for our service and sacrifice to Christ.

When the second coming of Jesus brings us back to earth after the
Tribulation to fight the final battle called the battle of Armageddon, we will be
Christ’s wife.

For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready. (Revelation 19:7b-NIV)

When will the marriage supper take place? Our wedding supper will last for
over 1000 years; the Millenium will feature a world remade without sin. No law
enforcement, no cages for wild animals.

No bail bondmen because there will be no jails. No hospital because there
will be no sick.



In New Testament times the length and cost of the marriage supper was
determined by the wealth of the father. Our Father, whose wealth knows no
limits, will celebrate our union with the His son-Jesus for over 1000 years.

No groom has gone to greater lengths, journeyed a farther distance and
paid a greater price than Jesus has done to win YOU!

In Jesus time, it fell to the groom to pursue the bride. She might glance
when he walks by, she might smile when he looks at her, but initiative for the
marriage was always taken by the groom.

As much as she might long for him or even love him, she had no hope of a
wedding unless the groom took the first step.

What is true of ancient times, is true of modern times. Even if we had good
looks, charm or money to entice heaven we don’t get a date, kiss or even a
wedding unless the groom makes the move.

If we have any hope of standing at the alter with Christ our groom, we must
accept Jesus’ invitation. Jesus has taken the first step toward sinful me, and
selfish you.

Jesus left his home in heaven and came to our home on earth. Jesus is
romancing each one of us. Can we survive with Jesus, in this life, life 1.0, yes. But
you will never survive in eternity without life 2.0 and life 3.0.

Jesus Christ our groom pursuer is smitten, captivated, head over heels and
enchanted with each sinful person. Jesus will do whatever it takes to win our
affection.

Again, let me take you back to my question: What is your favorite moment
in a wedding. | can tell what it is for the groom Jesus Christ. It will be that day,
when you enter heaven, and you are adorned with heavens wedding clothes and
the music plays, and the door opens and Jesus sees us, sinless, healed and loving
his heavenly father with unconditional love.

Perhaps a tear will fall on Jesus’ cheek. For sure Jesus will smile. Maybe he
will run down the aisle and grab us and hug us. Kiss us. Embrace us.
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In that day, like me on the day | first saw Danice, and she started moving my
way, | smiled big, | shook quietly. | took a big deep breath and listened for the
words, who gives this woman to be married to this man. Then | froze. Then |
chose. Then | took her hand and brought her onto the stage where we exchanged

VOWS.

What a great place to end, and a great thing to do, why not exchange some
vows with your groom-King Jesus today. Remember this as | pull out the vows.

When you flounder or fail, sin or suffer, why not allow your future wedding
day to Christ continue to rescue YOU!

God —the Father of the Bride, and Abba — the Father of the Groom,

Today | join hands and share with the lover of my eternal soul, Jesus Christ,
in a union made in heaven. Thank You that You did not just delight in me, You died

for me.

| am eternally grateful that You selected me in spite of my sinfulness,
selfishness and the really evil things | have done to You, in the name of
wickedness. Rebellion.

| know | do not deserve this wedding day, let alone this eternal invitation to
marriage with You, but | receive it as a free gift. The best gift a bride could ever
possess. Today | am clothed in pure grace. “As a man rejoices over his new wife,
so God will rejoice over you.” (Isaiah 62:5b-NCV)

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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