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If you do your homework, God will do the heart work.

24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he
shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” %> “| am not insane, most excellent Festus,”
Paul replied. “What | am saying is true and reasonable. % The king is familiar with these
things, and | can speak freely to him. | am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice,
because it was not done in a corner. 2 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know you
do.” 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me
to be a Christian?” ?° Paul replied, “Short time or long — | pray to God that not only you but all
who are listening to me today may become what | am, except for these chains.” 3° The king rose,
and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with them. 3! After they left the room,
they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing anything that deserves death or
imprisonment.” (Acts 26-NIV)

Prayer: Father, speak to us, we want to hear your voice, your word, give us something
from your Holy Spirit that will make us like Jesus. | pray that nothing in me will get in the way
of those who have taken this time to come and hear from you. We are here to express our
hunger to learn from you, so reward these people for Christ’s sake. In Jesus Name.

What if you could live your life with the confidence that God is guiding it for his glory
and your good? Shipwrecks and auto wrecks? You can!

What if God could use everything for his good, even when we are impacted by evil?
Trials at the hands of Jews, and trials at the hands of false accusers like neighbors or family out
to get you. You can!

What if you could extract the proper meaning from every painful and pleasurable event?
You can!

God causes all things to work together for good; not all things are good. Jesus said God
cares about every detail of your life, even the hairs that drop from your balding head and the
sparrows that are hungry.

God sees the beginning to the end. God tells Paul shortly after his conversion what his
purpose is in God’s eternal plan. Here is the verse.

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.Xé | will show him how much he
must suffer for my name.” (Acts 9-NIV)



And suffer Paul did. In every city Paul was hunted and hated. Paul was chased by his
countrymen and chased by wild beasts. If you accept that God has a purpose and plan for your
life, that will be a game changer.

| guess the best way to make my point, is to read from the book, Living Fearless by Jamie
Winship. If the midwives of Irael, who were slaves in Egypt did not stand firm in their identity as
daughters of the Most High God, they would have perished in the false identity as victim of
abuse and slavery. (pg 10)

21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own. (Ex 1-NIV)
Who are King Agrippa and Bernice?

Before God allows Paul to experience a storm and eventual shipwreck, God wants some
of the most most degenerate, deviant and despicable people, to hear the message of
forgiveness of sins.

God cares about all sinners.
Jesus died for all sinners.
Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.
You have never looked into the eyes of another human being that Jesus Christ did not die for.

We are only 2 chapters away from finishing the book of Acts. And Paul is only one sea
voyage away from fulfilling his dream of presenting the gospel in Rome. | must see Rome! Those
were Paul’s words during his ministry days in Ephesus’s.

Some of the most amazing supernatural and transformational events took place in the
year and half that Paul spent in Ephesus in Acts 19. Deliverance, healings and countless
churches planted and many salvations. Clearly if the gospel could transform a Greek city like
Ephesus, Paul thought truly Jesus can make a gospel inroad in Rome.

21 After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through
Macedonia and Achaia. “After | have been there,” he said, “I must visit Rome also.” (Acts 19-NIV)

Paul’s thinking was simple, a great Imperial nation, needs a great imperial savior! When
God placed that burden and vision on Paul’s heart, Paul had no idea what would happen along
the way. Paul’s journeys or voyages whether by land or sea, remind us God is in charge of every
detail of Paul’s life and yours.

God knows every detail, past, present and future because He alone has written the
script, selected the actors and determined the events. God has absolute Lordship over Paul’s
life and yours if you let him.



20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging,
we finally gave up all hope of being saved. (Acts 27-NIV)

Notice the text is the end of a long list of descriptors of a disintegrating voyage. They
threw out the cargo, the tackle. The stars and sun provide navigation; this is clearly a metaphor
of life events where you lose your way. Can’t find your bearings. Are walking around in the fog.

Without cosmic guidance the ship is at the mercy of the storm. No sense of direction. In
the midst they felt hopeless.

When you survive and thrive a storm or shipwreck, your faith is either made stronger, or
you shipwreck emotionally and spiritually.

When you reinforce, over and over, your feelings of hopelessness,
sooner or later you conclude that you are those feelings.

Ever felt like you can’t find your way because of the darkness. Something depressive has
come upon you. It leads to a sense of hopelessness.

There is not a square inch in the whole universe and domain of human existence over
which Jesus Christ, who is Sovereign over ALL, does not cry out: MINE!

... for dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. (Psalm 22:28-NIV)

Little did Paul realize, all that would happen to him and his traveling companions before
they would arrive at the imperial city: illegal arrests, Jews sworn to not eat and drink, until Paul
is dead, Roman and Jewish trials, confinement, Typhoons, shipwrecks, snake bites and on the
Island of Malta, where Paul shipwrecks, the island experiences an island wide revival of healing.

The events unfolding in Paul’s life are not a series of accidental, incidental, coincidental
events, they are God-cidental.

Those who survive storms and shipwrecks do so because they give up control and
accept God’s sovereign plans. Here are three insights the Holy Spirit gave me this past week
about God’s storms and God’s sovereignty.

God’s purposes and plans are not intended to frustrate you; they are intended to
fascinate you! (Job 42:2)

“I know that you can do all things;
no purpose of yours can be thwarted. (Job 42:2)

God’s sovereignty means that He has ownership and authority over the entire
universe. (Psalm 22:28; Isaiah 46:9-10)



Remember the former things, those of long ago;
I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like me.
19| make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come.
I say, ‘My purpose will stand,
and | will do all that | please.”
11 From the east | summon a bird of prey;
from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose.
What | have said, that | will bring about;
what | have planned, that | will do. (Is 46:9-11)

If you don’t look beyond your own pain,
you will never see the providential God at work in your circumstances.

Before they leave Malta these newly shipwrecked servants of God, are lauded with gifts,
applause, parades of celebration for Paul, Luke and Aristarchus as they receive the key to the
island. Gifts to open and ship furnishings to stow away.

They then sail off with thank you notes making their way to Rome, Italy.

85 paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed
him. ® When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. ° They
honored us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies
we needed. (Acts 28-NIV)

You are transformed by storms. You are transformed by shipwrecks.

Why would Luke and fellow passengers with Paul, author and good doctor Luke devote
so much of Acts 27:1-44, to a voyage, storm and shipwreck? Couldn’t Paul have summed up
the story and hit the highlights?

Why are 44 verses of sea travel placed at the end of Paul’s life? First, Luke who is
inspired by the Holy Spirit is reminding the readers one last time, God in charge of the wind and
the wave. God is Lord over all.

Next, if you are a leader, with the spiritual gift of leadership Luke offers us a glimpse of
what a courageous leader looks like. Sometimes in emergencies Christ followers are called on
to step up and guide people safely to shore.

Acts 27 is Lukes’s eyewitness account of one of the most terrible storms and shipwrecks
in the Bible. 4 Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept down
from the island. (Acts 27-NIV)



The storm was a typhoon. The whole voyage ended in a shipwreck, and had God not
protected the passengers, well they would have all lost their lives. The souls on board were
276.

36 They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.
37 Altogether there were 276 of us on board. 38 When they had eaten as much as they wanted,

they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea. (Acts 27-NIV)
What do these names have in common?
Titanic (1912) US Arizona (Pearl Harvbor)
Edmond Fitgerald (1975)

They are the names of famous ships that faced disasters, storms or shipwrecks. God has
a purpose for each storm and or each shipwreck in your life. Jesus reminds us that we will have
troubles in this life.

In John 16:33 (NIV) we read, "l have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world."

Life is a series of storms or shipwrecks. Today, we follow Paul as he leaves the soil of the
Promised Land and makes his way by water on the shipping lane through the Mediterranean
from East to West to Rome.

Questions using Bible history. Let’s see if you can 3 for 3.

o God could have kept Daniel from the Lion’s den-he didn't.
o God could have kept Paul from 3 shipwrecks-he didn't.
o God could have kept the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace-he didn't.

God didn't keep storms or shipwrecks away from their lives, Paul’s life and he will not
keep you from experiencing such Gail force winds and even shipwrecks.

Storms and shipwrecks allow us to lean on God and become stronger. What makes no
sense in this life, makes perfect sense in the next eternity.

17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. (2 Corinthians 4-NIV)

God has a purpose for each storm or shipwreck in your life.

What often happens to storm tossed and shipwrecked Christians is they become fearful.
Faithless. Storms and shipwrecks corrode our confidence.



We begin to wonder if love lives in heaven. If God is asleep, if storms can get that close
and if we are hysterical, does God really care?

Storms also cause momentary amnesia. We forget that our Great God is Sovereign over
the storm and shipwreck.

When fear in a storm or shipwreck shapes our lives all we can think of is safety...safety
becomes our god. When safety becomes our god, then risk free living is all we look for.

Can a safety lover or risk-free lifestyle do anything great for God?
Risk. Risk it all. Risk it all because God is sovereign.

Let’s now look at Paul’s shipwreck and then highlight what | think is the takeaway for
today.

28 They took soundings and found that the water was a hundred and twenty feet deep. A
short time later they took soundings again and found it was ninety feet deep. ?° Fearing that we
would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and prayed for
daylight. (Acts 27:28-29-NIV)

During the 2 weeks the Alexandrian grain ship drifted off course by over 500 miles. As
the ship’s crew tested the depth of the ocean, they discovered it was getting shallower and
shallower-120 feet, then 90 feet. From the roar for the waves, it appeared the ship was about
to hit some rocks.

Soundings are measurements you take by dropping a lead weight off the end of line and
determine how deep the water is. God wants you to do a better job of testing the seriousness of
your current storm by taking more soundings.

= |f you are sinning a blue streak-get some intervention.

= |f you are in over your head at work-tell a co-worker.

= |f anxiety is increasing, energy is decreasing and anger is depleting your joy, talk to your
pastor, counselor or spouse.

= |f you are fearful and find it hard to get out of bed, think about hurting yourself or
wanting to isolate. Tell a friend.

Why is it so hard to open up? Why do we keep our pain a secret?
Take some soundings. Take some soundings. Take some soundings.

Because you are in uncharted waters, soon to hit a sandbar. The ship is on the way into
the sandy shore. And this sandbar is so shallow that the bow of the ship just gets stuck on the
sandbar.



Then the waves start to pound the ship. The waves are so huge that they begin to
pound the ship and dismantled it plank by plank.

Total destruction is happening below their feet.
All of God’s plans are wise, only the foolish attempt to dodge them or discredit them.

The ship starts to make all types of noises, being torn apart like noises. The ships
inhabitants begin to yell and scream. The crew is looking directly at the captain and listening for
his emergency lifesaving instructions.

As the waves are pounding the stern of the ship, so the ship is breaking apart like match
sticks. Every time a wave slams against the ship, more planks are loosened and torn from the
ship.

The boat begins to take on water. The ship is being torn apart as planks scatter in the
Mediterranean.

41 But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not
move, and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. (Acts 27-NIV)

Rome’s ship is beached and breaking apart, the 276 passengers are just a few hundred
yards from the shore. And yet as they stand on the ship they begin to panic. The soldiers are
planning to kill the prisoners, so none swim away.

The centurion would not let them carry out their plan with Paul. Everyone is panicking
and shook up as we all would be. Then this Roman centurion, whose responsibility is to get Paul
to Rome, he shouts so everyone can hear. He says everyone, jump over the side of the ship
now. Really? Is that the best plan you have? Jump over the side.

Look at the text and see what he says:

43 But the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life and kept them from carrying out their
plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. 4%° The rest were
to get there on planks or on other pieces of the ship. (Acts 27-NIV)

If you can swim, swim and if you can’t swim, grab onto a piece of the ship and head to
shore, kicking for everything your worth.

Do whatever you have to do, from here to the shore, it is every man for himself. There is
no help for you. You are on your own. If you can’t swim, find some assistance from a plank. It
is now on you! In this way everyone reached land safely. (Acts 27-NIV)



The Sovereign God is ready to give you HOPE in the form of His promises that never fail.

Father,

Allow us to make the appropriate application of Paul’s storm and shipwreck in Acts 27 to
our daily lives. For those who feel like they are in a storm, shipwrecked and/or feel hopeless,
provide for them rescuing relief. Help those who need to take some soundings, get some facts
to ascertain the condition of their storm, condition of their sin, and condition of the stars.

Lord Jesus,

Activate hope in the form of Your presence, power and protection. Remind us of Your
greatness. Your sovereignty. Your promises. God, You know who wants to do the homework,
so you can do the heart work.

Holy Spirit,

Thank you for inspiring Luke to record Paul’s storm and shipwreck so |, too, can safely
swim to shore. | am only one shipwreck away from my miracle.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



