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Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!
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Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



The Holy Spirit
Acts 25

Pastor Ken February 8, 2026

Today we are in Acts 25-26. Turn there if you would in your Bible or device and take
your notes as we stand to read God’s word. You can also read these verses on the screen.

8Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.” ° Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” % Paul
answered: “l am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.

11/f however, | am guilty of doing anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if
the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me
over to them. | appeal to Caesar!” 12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared:
“You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” (Acts 25-NIV)

Today you are going to learn an important truth in the Christian life that will keep you
from being frustrated, confused or even angry in your walk with God. Anybody want that? And
that is....

How do you know when a test from God is a destiny, destructive decision or detour?

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal; the judge gives you the maximum sentence
of 5 years in jail and a $100,000 dollar fine.

That is justice. You get exactly what you deserve for cheating and lying. Don’t complain
about it, what is just is just. You get exactly what you deserved for breaking the law.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though they never swam in high school.

You get convicted of a pay for play scandal, the judge acknowledges this is the first time,
you have little kids at home, so instead of imposing 5 years and $100,000 dollars fine, he gives
you 2 years’ work release, 1000 hours community service and a $10,000 dollar fine.



That is mercy. Mercy is getting less than what you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.

Now, the best way to understand grace is to compare and contrast it with justice and
mercy. Then perhaps you can get glimpse of grace.

So, you get convicted of paying a university to change your kids SAT scores and put them
on the water polo team, even though your kids never swam in high school.

After sentencing you to 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar fine the judge goes to the
state penitentiary with you, walks down the halls to your cell block, and opens the cell himself
and steps inside.

The judge closes the door on himself and serves out your sentence.

And just before you walk away free, he announces. “l am serving your time, paying your
fine, and doing your community service, now go and make something good of yourself.”

That is grace. | will pay your debt to society. | will do this on your behalf. As the warden
| have the authority to cancel your sentence. You are free to go. Totally free. That is grace.

Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.
Justice is getting what you deserve.
Mercy is getting far less than you deserve.

But grace, grace is getting nothing of what we deserved for your crimes. Justice.
Mercy. But grace.

Listen to what God offers.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8-ESV)

Grace is other-worldly. Many people reject grace because it is too good to be true. Pure
grace fully understood transforms people.

It rearranges the human heart profoundly and permanently.

Today we are reading about the apostle Paul and his 2-year imprisonment in Caesarea.
Paul has been locked up in a Roman prison, but he still receives some freedom such as having
visitors and falafels from the local market. This has been going on for 2 years.

Paul is waiting for his case to be heard and for the charges to be brought against him.



While Paul is in prison, God is going to show his grace to some of the most notorious,
corrupt, wicked and evil government officials of the day.

At any moment Rome could have turned Paul over to the Jews and that would have
been the end of his life. Look at these two examples of the hatred the Jews had for Paul. In like
manner an evil power wants to destroy you. Kill each of us as John 10:10 says.

21 pon’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him.
They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their request. (Acts 23-NIV)

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Paul’s message of God’s grace will be experienced by a Roman jailer- Governors Felix and
Drusilla. Governor Festus. Finally, King Agrippa and Bernice. Ok, these are important names in
our narrative,

Governor Felix and wife Drusilla, Governor Festus and King Agrippa and wife Bernice.
Ok, got it. The Roman government is called upon to make sure that the peace of Rome is
carried out.

Squash all riots.
Administer Roman justice.
Protect all Roman citizens and make sure they have a fair and just trial.

Your destiny is a prepackaged and custom-made life plan that brings God glory
and develops you for heaven. (Acts 23:11)

Paul is in prison in Caesarea for preaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ to the
Jews.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John
1:17-NIV)

The Jews became hostile and angry because Paul announces the Messiah Jesus Christ
has arrived, he is alive in the power of the Holy Spirit and is willing to offer to all Jews and
Gentiles forgiveness of sins. And eternal life for all who will surrender their life Jesus Christ.

The Jews became angry, hostile and violent to Paul’s, message because it declares a
Messiah Jesus Christ who has risen from the dead.



(1) And the Jews no longer have to live according to the law given by Moses.,
the Holy Spirit will lead Christians into all truth.

(2) They don’t have to go to the temple; Jesus is the temple.

(3) And they don’t have to be circumcised, God through conversion will circumcise
their hearts.

The Jews reject Paul’s message that Jesus was the ONLY way to salvation. Back in the
early verses of Acts, in Peters first sermon, he tells them Jesus is the only way to eternal life.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12-NIV)

Jews not only rejected Peter and Paul’s preaching, but they also tried to stomp out the
message and messenger.

Everybody needs to understand that the message of grace is superior to the message of
the law. Or the message of justice. Jesus or justice, each of us has to decide.

The law never saved anybody. What the law of Moses, given at Mt Sinai was intended to
do, was to show us we cannot our cancel sin or be made right before God based on merit,
works, law or any human efforts.

It is only by grace you are saved.

The justice of God is revealed in the law of God, and the justice of God means we all get
what we deserve. Without faith in Jesus, you will get eternal death and separation from God.
Let me review my opening illustration.

Justice is getting everything you deserve.
Mercy is getting less than you deserve.
Grace is getting unlimited favor although you have done nothing to deserve it.

The grace of God was lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. So, each of us is given a choice,
you want the justice of God (death because of your sins) or grace of Jesus (who died to cancel
your sins)

Justice is death because of your sins, or life in Jesus who cancelled your sins.

Justice or Jesus? Which?

| will choose Jesus every time.



Justice means that | deserve punishment and hell because of my sinfulness. But because
of God’s grace and mercy, Jesus’ love was given to a fallen world.

Paul is going around in Jerusalem teaching that Jesus offers grace, Moses offers justice
which is really judgement. Paul is declared a heretic and blasphemer.

This message cost Jesus his life, and it is about to cost Paul his life also, except for one
little thing. Because Jerusalem is a part of the Roman empire, there is a Roman garrison always
present, and the commander sees the mob that wants Paul’s life. So, he dispatches his soldiers
and they arrest Paul for his own good.

The commander has Paul thrown into prison. He rescues Paul. But did he really? Or was
the commander just a pawn in the providence of God?

Was he just doing God’s bidding?
Was Rome a part of God’s sovereign plan? Yes, yes, yes.

God has a destiny for Paul that would take him to Rome. If God plans to take Paul to
Rome, then he will not die in Jerusalem. Look at this verse, Paul received a visitation from the
Lord himself. This verse is a springboard for where we are going from here.

The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” (Acts 23:11-NIV)

The Lord is telling Paul this while he is in Jerusalem, he has not gotten to Caesarea yet.
He has not met Felix and Drusilla.

So, there is going to be a jail break at some point or an armed escort by Rome to Rome.
Jesus tells Paul all of these events have a sovereign purpose. A sovereign plan. A providential
purpose.

Is it possible that God is in control to such a degree that nothing happens apart from his
plan? Daivd thought so, in Psalm 115:3 (NASB), Our God is in the Heavens; He does whatever He
pleases.

No motorcycle accident. No medical visit.
No child or chihuahua ever goes astray from his counsel or control.

In fact, back to Peters first sermon, what happened to Jesus, like what is happening to
Paul is all a part of God’s plan.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2-NIV)



What we are learning is that Paul is going to leave Caesarea and go to Rome. But what it
does mean is that it will not necessarily be a straight line.

The Lord will make good on his word to get Paul to Rome, but there will be some detours
and destructive decisions along the way.

All Paul knows is that he will preach in Rome, he does not know how or when he will get
there. On the way to Rome, Paul will learn there will be some destructive decisions and
detours.

Paul has no idea that to get to Rome, he has to be transferred to Caesarea for 2 years. It
is here that Paul will stand trial two more times. All of this will happen under false accusations.
False charges.

Where finally, Paul will appeal to Caeser. Which is like appealing to the supreme court.
After 2 years Paul will be transferred to Rome by ship. The ship will hit a reef and tear apart.

Paul and those on the ship will be rescued from the sea. While on the beach Island
named Malta, Paul will be bitten by a snake. God will heal him supernaturally and a revival will
break out all over the Island. Paul and Luke will heal everyone who is sick on the island. It is a
pretty cool story, and we will read about in two weeks.

9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. (Acts
28-NIV)

| tell you this; to remind you, God has a destiny for Paul and you. But that destiny
involves destructive decisions and detours. It is not a straight line to your destiny. Has anybody
discovered that?

By the way, be careful about what you say and do, as a Christian you could be opposing
God’s purposes and plans. Bad move. Look at your notes, let me feature in God’s sovereign plan
what a destructive decision and detour looked like for Paul.

Sometimes the effects of your destructive decision can last a while. (Acts 25:8-12)

The new sherif in town is Governor Festus, Governor Felix was recalled by Rome for his
bribes and abuse of governmental practices.

When Festus is installed, he finds out that he has a prisoner that has yet to have
definable charges brought against him, so he goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem to talk to the
Jews and find out what the issues are.



So, Festus loses no time visiting the Holy City, but he cannot make heads or tails of what
the Jews are complaining about. Something to do with their religious practice and Paul seems
to be the instigator of the conflict.

The Jews ask Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial. Festus could have convened
court for Rome in Jerusalem or Caesarea.

3 They requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for
they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. (Acts 25-NIV)

Festus was wise not to cooperate with the scheme. He did invite the Jewish leaders to
come to Caesarea and present their case. So, a Jewish prosecution team, this time without a
lawyer, do just that. The problem is that the Jews were unable to prove their case, they had no
eyewitness and Festus could smell a skunk, a rat a mile away.

They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not prove them.
(Acts 25:7b-NIV)

So, when Paul plead his side of the case, he declared that he wanted to have his trial
moved to Rome. Which was his right as a Roman citizen.

10 pgul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. |
have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well.” (Acts 25-NIV)

As the Lord had predicted, this time in broad daylight Paul was removed from the Jews
clutches and was safely heading to Rome in a few days.

But, before he leaves for Rome, God has another couple that is supposed to hear the
gospel. Their names are King Agrippa and Bernice. God had a detour for Paul would be delayed
his departure to Rome for a few days.

Detours are unexpected delays to your destiny. (Acts 25:23-27)
Who is the most important person you have ever met?
Who loves a good parade?
Who loves to see dignitaries up close?
Anybody likes to shake hands with the rich and famous.

Oh, look at that an entourage of Rome most important governmental leaders. King
Agrippa and Bernice are not husband and wife, but brother and sister. More shocking bible
insights, they are not only in an incestuous relationship, but they are also related to Felix and
Drusilla. They have King Herod in their family tree.



23 The next day everybody who was anybody in Caesarea found his way to the Great Hall,
along with the top military brass. Agrippa and Bernice made a flourishing grand entrance and
took their places. Festus then ordered Paul brought in.

2426 Festus said, “King Agrippa and distinguished guests, take a good look at this man. A
bunch of Jews petitioned me first in Jerusalem, and later here, to do away with him. They have
been most in demanding his execution. | looked into it and decided that he had committed no
crime. He requested a trial before Caesar and | agreed to send him to Rome. But what am |
going to write to my master, Caesar? All the charges made by the Jews were fabrications, and
I’'ve uncovered nothing else.

26-27 That’s why I’ve brought him before this company, and especially you, King Agrippa:
so we can come up with something in the nature of a charge that will hold water. For it seems to
me silly to send a prisoner all that way for a trial and not be able to document what he did
wrong.” (Acts 25-MSG)

Before God sends Paul a sailing, literally some of the most degenerate, deviant and
despicable people, hear the message of forgiveness of sins. God cares about all sinners. Jesus
died for all sinners. Anybody glad that God did not give up on YOU.

Who wants God’s destiny over your designs?
Who is willing to accept God’s detours?
Who is willing to allow God to redeem any of your destructive decisions?
Can | suggest to you these 3 insights as you travel down the road to your destiny?
God is often not in a hurry to fulfil your destiny.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3-NIV)

God is always with you, even in the detours leading to your destiny.

Take courage! As you testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.
(Acts 23:11b-NIV)

God will deliver you to your destiny, even if the journey includes destructive decisions.
(Acts 21:31, Acts 23:27, Acts 23:3)

Our destiny is to declare that ALL PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD!



Father,

| choose Jesus over justice. | chose mercy over merit. Thank You that Jesus died for me
while | was still a sinner. Salvation is found in no one else, other than Jesus Christ. It is only by

grace that | am saved.

| accept and live joyfully in the truth that God is in control of my life to such a degree
that nothing happens apart from His purpose. “Our God is in the Heavens, he does whatever he

pleases.”

Father, You have selected a destiny for me that includes detours. Please redeem my
destructive decisions and even use them for Your glory and my good.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen!



