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Matthew 25:14-19 (NIV) - Again, it will be like a man going on a journey,
who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave
five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had
received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and
gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two
more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’'s money. After a long time the master of those
servants returned and settled accounts with them.

One talent represented roughly 15 to 20 years of labor,
so the Master was entrusting an inconceivably
massive sum of resources to His servants.

God Himself has given each of us some time, treasure and talents.
How you use them determines your recognition and reward.

Three servants were each given an equal opportunity
to prove their faithfulness to the Master.

Redemption is based on Jesus’ work for us;
rewards are based on our work for Jesus. (1 Corinthians 3)

At the rewards ceremony put on by Jesus Christ,
followers will all be saved but not equally rewarded.

Money - if you are financially struggling or blessed,
are you generous with your money for the glory of God?

Abilities — whatever you can do well,
are you using those skills for the glory of God?

Authority — if you have been placed in leadership,
are you using your authority for the glory of God?

Possessions — are you releasing
some of your possessions for the glory of God?

Position — are you using the position
that God has given you for the glory of God?

Influence — if God has opened doors for you to have influence,
are you using that influence for the glory of God?
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